
NINA REVOYR was born in Japan to a Japanese mother and a white American father, 
and grew up in Tokyo, Wisconsin, and Los Angeles. She is the author of four novels. Her 
first book, The Necessary Hunger, was described by Time magazine as "the kind of ir-
resistible read you start on the subway at 6 p.m. on the way home from work and keep 
plowing through until you've turned the last page at 3 a.m. in bed."  Her second novel, 
Southland, was a Los Angeles Times bestseller and "Best Book of 2003," a Book Sense 
76 pick, an Edgar Award finalist, and the winner of the Ferro Grumley Award and the 
Lambda Literary Award. Nina’s third book, The Age of Dreaming, was a finalist for the 
2008 Los Angeles Times Book Prize. Publishers Weekly called it "enormously satisfying;" 

Nina's fourth novel, Wingshooters, was published in March, 2011. It is one of O: Oprah 
Magazine's "Books to Watch For," and winner of an Indie Booksellers’ Choice Award. 
Publishers Weekly described it as "remarkable...an accomplished story of family and the 
dangers of complacency in the face of questionable justice; and Booklist called it "a shat-
tering northern variation on To Kill a Mockingbird.

Nina is the executive vice president of a large child and family service agency in Los 
Angeles. She has also been an Associate Faculty member at Antioch University, and a 
Visiting Professor at Cornell University, Occidental College, and Pitzer College. Nina lives 
in Northeast Los Angeles with her partner, two rowdy dogs, and a pair of bossy cats.
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S Literary Reading with Author

NINA REVOYR
6 p.m. Thurs., Oct. 6, 2011

Humanities Room 206
The Bay Tree Bookstore will provide 

Nina Revoyr’s books for sale following the reading.

Sponsored by Literature Department, Porter Hitchcock Poetry Fund, Puknat Endowment,  
and the Asian American/Pacific Islander Resource Center.  For more information and/or 
disability related needs, call the LIterature Department at 831-459-4778.


